Stroke in the postoperative period.
Stroke in the postoperative period requires a certain level of sophistication in dealing not only with the patient, but also with the family and significant others. The consultant who is called in to assess the patient must deal with the delicate matter of addressing a presumably unforeseen complication; this often requires political deftness when the surgeon is reluctant to acknowledge that anything possibly could go awry. It is the ultimate hope of all involved that the patient will have a speedy and full recovery. It is important for the patient to be evaluated properly and thoroughly in an effort to prevent a minor, reversible deficit from becoming a major, irreversible neurologic disability. Family members should have all findings and the implications of such findings thoroughly explained to them. Efforts to minimize the potential ramifications of a postoperative stroke generally are not well received and can lead to questions about the integrity of the surgical team as well as the quality of care.